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J. Edgar Hoover told the then 
Attorney General Robert F. Kenne- 
dy in 1963 that the FBI had 
information that Kennedy had paid 
a £500,000 settlement and had court 
records sealed in a lawsuit brought 
by a woman who claimed to have 
been engaged to marry his brother, 
President John F. Kennedy, in 1951. 

The exchange between the 
director of the FBI and the Presi-. 
dent’s brother is one entry in two 
thick volumes of Hoover’s personal 
and confidential files spanning 18 
years on John F. Kennedy and 
obtained by William Safire, col- 
umnist for the New York Times, 
through the Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act. 

The file contains little that 
would titillate those interested in 
the late President’s private life. It 
does contiain an internal FBI mem- 
orandum that links organized 
crime figures to the Kennedy 
White House through Judith Camp- 
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bell Exner, who later claimed to 
have had a love affair with the 
President 

The bulk of the files relate to 
threats against the President, in- 
cluding hate letters ana leaflets" 
charging Kennedy with “treason” 
and “Commie-loving” and with 
being a “pawn of the Pope.” 



As much as anything, the file 
gives a picture of the way the late 

FBI director operated. 

■ ■ 

The alerting of Robert Kenne- 
dy to the material in the FBI files 
about the alleged settlement of a 
jilted woman’s lawsuit could be 
viewed as either a friendly, loyal, 
ingratiating gesture , or as veiled 
blackmail • \ 

Most of the Iette;jftom Hoover 
to the attorney general has been 
deleted, but the readable portions 
say: 

“In addition to the bill of 
particulars, letters were exhibited 
which mentioned John F. Kennedy 



as an associate of this woman . . . 
When this suit was filed in New 
York just prior to the President’s 
assuming office, you went to New 
York and arranged a settlement of 
the case out of court for $500,000. 
All papers relating to this matter, 
including the complaint, allegedly 
were immediately sealed by the 
court.” 

Then there is another deleted 
paragraph before Hoover ends his 
letter by saying”: 

> “bi this connection ... A week- 
ly magazine published in Turin, 
Italy ... alleged that Alicia Purdom, 1 
the wife of actor Edmund Purdom, 
claimed that several years ago she 
was engaged to be married to John 
F. Kennedy, but the latter’s father 
vetoed the wedding because of 
Alicia’s Polish-Jewish descent” 
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